2.  On Friday, September 19, 1980, Richard L. Lambert, a
shift maintenance foreman, working on the 4-p.m.-to-ll p.m.
shift, reported to Guy Steerman, the chief electrician, that
the ground monitoring circuit for the 1 Left Panel Section would
not trip the Line Power VCB-1 vacuum breaker switchhouse.  It
was agreed that Lambert would report to work on the day shift on
Saturday for the purpose of repairing the defective vacuum
breaker switchhouse.  Lambert was certified by MSHA as a quali-
fied underground electrician and, by September 20, 1980, he had
10 years and 8 months of mining experience, and had been a shift
maintenance foreman for 3 years and 9 months.

3.   Lambert came to the mine on Saturday, September 20,
1980.  Before entering the mine, Lambert went into the fenced
enclosure around the surface substation and shut off all power
to underground equipment.  He locked the gate on the fenced en-
closure and placed the key behind a high-voltage yarning sign.
At about 8 a.m. Lambert entered the mine accompanied by two
mechanics.  They traveled to the A Panel vacuum switchhouse
which was located about 4,800 feet from the surface substation.

4.  Lambert found a loose connection on the shunt trip
coil and believed that was the cause of the malfunction.  In
order to test the performance of the coil, Lambert called
Steerman on the surface at about 9 a.m. and asked Steerman to
go to the surface substation and unlock the gate with the key
behind the high-voltage sign so as to energize the main power
circuit which is a high-voltage system transporting 12,470
volts.  Steerman complied with Lambert's request and Lambert
called Steerman again and reported that the vacuum breaker was
still malfunctioning and that Lambert was returning to the sur-
face to attend a foremen's meeting which had previously been
scheduled.  The two mechanics were sent to the West Mains Sec-
tion to work on a continuous-mining machine.  Lambert met Roger
Davis, a section foreman, at the entrance to A Panel and they
traveled to the surface together.'

5.  After the foremen's meeting, Lambert and Steerman dis-
cussed the vacuum switchhouse and concluded that the shunt trip
circuit was causing the malfunction.  Lambert asked Steerman to
remain on the surface after Lambert went back underground so
that Steerman could turn the power on and off as needed while
Lambert sought to determine the cause of the malfunction of the
vacuum breaker.

6.  Lambert and Davis returned to the A Panel vacuum
switchhouse.  Davis stayed with Lambert to assist him and be-
cause he did not want to leave him alone while Lambert was
working on the vacuum circuit breaker.  Lambert and Davis re-
moved the cover from the breaker compartment.  Removal of the81-36-R
